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SUBJECT: AUSTRIAN RESPONSE TO SECRETARY GENERAL WALDHEIM RE 
PALESTINIAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

1 . REPRODUCED IN PARA 2 IS THE AUSTRIAN REPLY TO THE 
SYG'S NOTE OF FEBRUARY 4, 1977 CONCERNING THE PALESTINIAN 
RIGHTS COMMITTEE (USUN A-113, STATE 54688, USUN 4060 CONTROL). 

SEVERAL DELEGATIONS HAVE COMMENTED ON ITS BALANCED NATURE. 

2. QUOTE 

COMMITTEE ON THE EXERCISE OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE 
PALESTINIAN PEOPLE 

NOTE BY THE CHAIRMAN 

ADDENDUM 

THE SUBSTANTIVE PORTION OF A REPLY RECEIVED FROM AUSTRIA TO THE 
SECRETARY-GENERAL'S LETTER DATED 4 FEBRUARY 1977 IS 
REPRODUCED BELOW IN CONFORMITY WITH THE COMMITTEE S DECISION. 
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AUSTRIA 

THE AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT HAVE IN THE PAST EXPRESSED THEIR VIEWS 
ON THE MIDDLE EAST PROBLEM AND THE PALESTINE QUESTION ON NUMEROUS 
OCCASIONS, BOTH IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL AS WELL AS IN THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY, AND MOST RECENTLY IN THE DEBATE OF THE THIRTY FIRST 
SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY ON THE TWO RELEVANT 
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AGENDA ITEMS. 

IN THESE DECLARATIONS THE AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT HAVE CONSISTENTLY 
STRESSED THE BASIC VALUE OF SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS 242 (QOYUL 
AND 338 (1973) WITH REGARD TO A JUST AND LASTING PEACEFUL SETTLE- 
MENT OF THE PROBLEMS IN THE MIDDLE WAST WHICH HAS TO BE BASED ON THE 
PRINCIPLE OF RESPECT FOR AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE SOVEREIGNTY. 
TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY AND POLITICAL INDEPENDENCE OF EVERY STATE IN 
THE AREA - ISRAEL AS WELL AS HER ARAB NEIGHBOURS - AND THEIR RIGHT 
TO LIVE IN PEACE WITHIN SECURE AND RECOGNIZED BOUNDARIES. APART 
FROM THEIR IMMEDIATE RELEVANCE TO THE PROBLEMS OF THE MIDDLE EAST, 
THESE TWO RESOLUTIONS ALSO CONTAIN FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES FOR 
THE PEACEFUL CONDUCT OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS. 

THE AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT FIRMLY BELIEVE THAT PEACE IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST CANNOT BE ASSURED WITHOUT RECOGNITION OF THE LEGITIMATE RIGHTS 
AND ASPIRATIONS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE. AUSTRIA HAS ON MANY 
OCCASIONS PROFESSED ITS CONVICTION THAT THE RIGHTS OF 
SELF-DETERMINATION IS TO BE COUNTED AMONG THE BASIC HUMAN 
RIGHTS. THIS RIGHT CAN THEREFORE NOT BE DENIED TO THE PALESTINIAN 
PEOPLE. FURTHERMORE, EVERY PEOPLE HAS THE RIGHT TO SELECT ITS OWN 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PURPOSE OF INTERNATIONAL NEGOTIATIONS. THIS 
RIGHT, THEREFORE, MUST ALSO BE RECOGNIZED TO THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE 
AND THE NECESSARY CHOICE CANNOT BE IMPOSE UPON THEM FROM OUTSIDE. 

THE REPORT PRESENTED BY THE COMMITTEE ON THE EXERCISE OF THE 
INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE TO THE THIRTY FIRST 
SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY CONSTITUTES A VALUABLE CONTRIBUTION 
TO THE NECESSARY SEARCH FOR INGENUITY AND FLEXIBILITY WHICH IS 
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NEEDED TO ENSURE THAT THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE ATTAIN THEIR LEG- 
ITIMATE RIGHTS AND ASPIRATIONS. THE REPORT THUS SUPPLEMENTS 
OTHER EFFORTS UNDERTAKEN WIT A VIEW TO BRINGING ABOUT A PEACEFUL 
SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEMS IN QUESTION. 

HOWEVER, THE RIGHT OF ONE PARTY TO CONFLICT CAN BE RECOGNIZED 
ONLY TO THE EXTENT THAT THE RIGHTS OF THE OTHER PARTIES ARE NOT 
INFRINGED UPON. THUS IT SEEMS TO BE OF UTMOST IMPORTANCE THAT IN 
RECOGNIZING THE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE AND IN ASSURING 
A NATIONAL EXPRESSION FOR THESE RIGHTS, THE RIGHTS OF ALL OTHER 
PEOPLE OF THE REGION, INCLUDING THE ISRAELI PEOPLE, BE EQUALLY 
ACKNOWLEDGED. 

A PEACEFUL SOLUTION OF THE PROBLEMS IN THE MIDDLE EAST PRESUPPOSES 
MUTAL RECOGNITION OF THE LEGITIMACY OF THE CLAIMS OF THE DIFFERENT 
PARTIES AND ADJUSTMENTS IN THE RESPECTIVE BASIC ATTITUDES AS WELL 
AS A CLEAR DEFINITION OF THE SCOPE OF AN ULTIMATE PEACE SETTLEMENT 
AND ADEQUATE GUARANTEES FOR THE SOVEREIGNTY AND NATIONAL SECURITY 
OF ALL PARTIES INVOLVED. WIDESPREAD RECOGNITION OF THE USEFULNESS 
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OF INTERNATIONAL GUARANTEES AND THE MUTUAL ACCEPTABILITY OF THE CON- 
CEPT OF DEMILITARIZED ZONES IS AN ENCOURAGING SIGN IN THIS REGARD. 

IT IS PARAMOUNT THAT AN EARLY SETTLEMENT OF THE CONFLICT BE FOUND 
AND A STALEMATE IN THE SITUATION, WHICH MIGHT DEGENERATE INTO NEW 
OUTBREAKS OF VIOLENCE, BE PREVENTED. IN THE OPINION OF THE AUSTRIAN 
GOVERNMENT, THE GENEVA PEACE CONFERENCE CONSTITUTES AN APPROPRIATE 
FORUM IN WHICH TO ELABORATE UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE UNITED NATION 
S 

AND WITH THE PARTICIPATION OF REPRESENTATIVES OF ALL THE PARTIES 
INVOLVED, INCLUDING THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE - AN OVER-ALL AND 
COMPREHENSIVE PEACE SETTLEMENT. AUSTRIA, WHICH CONSIDERS THE EARLY 
RECONVENING OF THE GENEVA CONFERENCE A MATTER OF HIGH PRIORITY, 
STRONGLY URGES ALL THE PARTIES TO COMMIT THEMSELVES TO THE RE- 
SUMPTION OF THE GENEVA CONFERENCE. 

THE GENEVA PEACE CONFERENCE SHOULD GENERATE, THROUGH A PROCESS 
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OF MEANINGFUL DIALOGUE AND NEGOTIATION, THE NECESSARY CONFIDENCE 
AND TRUST THAT ALONE CAN BRING ABOUT THE SOLUTION OF ALL ASPECTS OF 
THE MIDDLE EAST PROBLEM. 

IN CONCLUSION, THE AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT WISH TO RENEW THEIR FIRM 
COMMITMENT TO THE PRINCIPLE OF PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT OF INTER- 
NATIONAL CONFLICTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 2, PARAGRAPH 3, 

OF THE CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIONS. IT IS THIS PRINCIPLE IN 
PARTICULAR WHICH MUST GOVERN ALL EFFORTS TO SOLVE THE CRISIS IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST, INCLUDING THE PROBLEM OF THE EXERCISE OF THE LEGITIMATE 
RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE. UNQUOTE 

YOUNG 
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